INSURV QUARTERLY SURFACE SHIP MSG #7 APR 00

R 131300Z APR 00

FM PRESINSURV NORFOLK VA//00//

TO CNO WASHINGTON DC

CNO WASHINGTON DC

CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA//N01/N3/N4/N43/N45/N46/N465/N467//

CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI//N01/N3/N4/N43/N45/N46/N466//

CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI//N01/N3/N4/N43/N45/N46/N466//

COMNAVSURFLANT NORFOLK VA//N00/N01/N3/N4/N41/N43/N44/N8//

COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA

COMNAVAIRLANT NORFOLK VA//N00/N01/N3/N43/N45/N454/N8//

COMNAVAIRPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N00/N01/N3/N43/N45/N454/N8//

COMSUBLANT NORFOLK VA//N01/N3/N4/N45/N451//

COMSUBPAC PEARL HARBOR HI//N01/N3/N4/N45/N451//

COMSC WASHINGTON DC//N00/N01/N00S/N4/N42/PM1/PM2//

COMSCLANT NORFOLK VA//N4/N47//

COMSCPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N4/N47//

INFO COMNAVSEASYSCOM WASHINGTON DC

PEO THEATER SURFACE COMBATANTS WASHINGTON DC

PEO EXW WASHINGTON DC//00/01/PMS307/PMS325/PMS377//

PEO CARRIERS WASHINGTON DC//00/01//

PEO MUW WASHINGTON DC//00/PMS303/PMS407//

BUMED WASHINGTON DC//02/24/242//

CNET PENSACOLA FL//01/00X1/N34//

COMNAVSPECWARCOM CORONADO CA//N9//

NAVICP MECHANICSBURG PA//NAVICP-04/41/42/424/51//

NAVMEDLOGCOM FT DETRICK MD//03//

NETPDTC PENSACOLA FL//N34//

NAVSURFWARCEN SHIPSYSENGSTA PHILADELPHIA PA//9750//

NWASTA CORONA CA//QA33//

COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PATUXENT RIVER MD//NAIR 00//

NAVAIRENGSTA LAKEHURST NJ//4.8.11//

COMNAVSAFECEN NORFOLK VA//00/30//

COMAFLOATRAGRU ATLANTIC NORFOLK VA//00//

COMAFLOATRAGRUPAC SAN DIEGO CA//00//

COMAFLOATRAGRUMIDPAC PEARL HARBOR HI//00//

COMAFLOATRAGRUWESTPAC YOKOSUKA JA//00//

SWOSCOLCOM NEWPORT RI//60//

COMNAVSURFRESFOR NEW ORLEANS LA//00//

SERVSCOLCOM GREAT LAKES IL//01//

NAVENVIRHLTHCEN NORFOLK VA//00/01/IH//

NAVOSHENVTRACEN NORFOLK VA//00/01//

INSURVPAC SAN DIEGO CA//00//

INSURVLANT NORFOLK VA//00//

FTSCLANT NORFOLK VA//00/4100//

FTSCPAC SAN DIEGO CA//00/300/308//

UNCLAS  //N05100//

MSGID/GENADMIN/PRESINSURV/APR00//

SUBJ/INSURV QUARTERLY SURFACE SHIP MESSAGE NR 007// 

REF/A/MSG/NSWC PHILADELPHIA/301340ZSEP99/-// 

RMKS/1.  FOR TYCOMS:  REQUEST THIS MESSAGE BE READDRESSED FOR WIDEST DISSEMINATION TO APPROPRIATE SURFACE UNITS AND ISICS.

2.
THIS QUARTERLY MESSAGE IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION THAT

WILL HELP IMPROVE SURFACE FLEET MATERIAL CONDITION.  THE FOLLOWING

AVIATION RELATED ISSUES PERTAINING TO PRIMARILY AIR CAPABLE SHIPS ARE

HIGHLIGHTED:

*
MKI LIFE VESTS.

*
FLIGHT DECK CRANIAL HELMETS.

*
VISUAL LANDING AIDS.

3.
MKI LIFE VESTS:  INSURV HAS BEEN MONITORING THE RELIABILITY AND

MAINTAINABILITY OF THE MKI LIFE VEST FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS AND CONTINUES TO TEST A REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE DURING EACH INSPECTION.  ALTHOUGH THE FAILURE RATE FOR THE MKI HAS DRAMATICALLY DECREASED OVER THE YEARS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE VEST HAVE BEEN MADE, THE CY 99 FAILURE RATE WAS STILL 11 PERCENT.  THE MOST COMMON CAUSE OF THESE FAILURES INVOLVE IMPROPER INSTALLATION OF THE AUTOMATIC INFLATION ASSEMBLY DURING PMS.  RECENT IMPROVEMENTS TO THE VEST INCLUDE A NEWLY DESIGNED FABRIC JACKET WHICH INCORPORATES A NYLON ZIPPER, EXPANDED POCKETS FOR THE DYE MARKER AND STROBE LIGHT, AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WAY THE BLADDER IS INSTALLED IN THE VEST.  A NEW, LESS EXPENSIVE, CHEMICAL FILL AUTOMATIC INFLATION ASSEMBLY IS ALSO NOW AVAILABLE AND IS REUSABLE SINCE AN EXPLOSIVE CHARGE IS NOT USE TO ACTUATE THE CO2 CARTRIDGE.  ADDITIONALLY A NEW DISTRESS MARKER STROBE LIGHT IS

AVAILABLE WHICH USES COMMON BATTERIES VICE THE HARD TO OBTAIN BATTERIES USED

IN THE CURRENT STROBE LIGHT.  REF A PROVIDES ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON THE NEW

CHEMICAL FILL ACTUATORS AND STROBE LIGHTS.  AS THE MKI BECOMES THE STANDARD

LIFE VEST FOR ALL SHIPBOARD EVOLUTIONS WITH SEVERAL DIFFERENT COMPONENTS

THAT MAKE UP THE VEST AUTHORIZED, A SMALL DOSE OF MANAGEMENT INTEREST MIGHT

BE WARRANTED.

4.
FLIGHT DECK CRANIAL HELMETS:  SPEAKING OF QUALITY OF LIFE, WHEN

WAS THE LAST TIME YOU EXPERIENCED THE JOY OF WEARING A FLIGHT DECK

CRANIAL FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME?  THE VAST MAJORITY OF CRANIALS EXAMINED

WOULD CERTAINLY BE VERY UNCOMFORTABLE TO WEAR FOR ANY PERIOD OF TIME AND NOT

PROVIDE THE DESIRED LEVEL OF AURAL PROTECTION DUE TO HARD AND DETERIORATED

EAR PADS.  THE ATTACHED GOGGLES ARE OFTEN EXCESSIVELY SCRATCHED MAKING

SIMPLE SEEING ANOTHER CHALLENGE.  OF COURSE THE INEXPENSIVE AND EASY

SOLUTION IS TO SIMPLY HAVE AVAILABLE AND REPLACE THESE ITEMS WHEN THEY ARE

NO LONGER SERVICEABLE.  COMFORT AND MORE IMPORTANTLY THE DESIRED LEVEL OF

PROTECTION WILL INCREASE DRAMATICALLY.  ADDITIONALLY, THE 4 HALF-MOON CLIPS

USED TO RETAIN THE AURAL PROTECTION CUP TO THE SUPPORTING HEAD BRACKET

SHOULD ALSO BE REMOVED AS THEY CAN BE CONSIDERED FOD HAZARDS.

5.
VISUAL LANDING AIDS:  THOSE WHITE MARKINGS ON THE FLIGHT DECK

LOOK SHARP FOLLOWING A NEW NON-SKID JOB, HOWEVER, AFTER A RELATIVELY

SHORT PERIOD OF FLIGHT DECK OPERATIONS THE SHINE IS GONE.  REMEMBER ONLY THE

WHITE MARKINGS MAY BE TOPCOATED USING THE APPROVED COLOR TOPPING A MAXIMUM

OF TWO TIMES BEFORE THE PROFILE OF THE NON-SKID BECOMES THE ISSUE.  ANOTHER

VLA ISSUE CONCERNS NIGHT VISION DEVICE COMPATIBILITY ON AIR CAPABLE SHIPS.

SERVICE CHANGE 32 INSTALLED NVD BLUE FILTERS IN THE OVERHEAD AND DECK

SURFACE FLOODLIGHTS.  AS PART OF THIS INSTALLATION, LOWER WATTAGE NVD COOL

BEAM LAMPS WERE INSTALLED IN THE DECK SURFACE FLOODLIGHTS TO PREVENT THE

BLUE FILTERS FROM CRACKING DUE TO THE HEAT GENERATED FROM THE HIGH WATTAGE

LAMP.  A CRACKED FILTER CAN LEAK WHITE LIGHT NEGATIVELY IMPACTING NVD

OPERATIONS.  THE AVAILABILITY OF THE REQUIRED COOL BEAM LAMPS 

(NSN:6240-01-418-5021) IS RAPIDLY DIMINISHING AND VARIOUS OPTIONS ARE

BEING EXPLORED TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM.  REQUIREMENTS FOR SHIP-WIDE NVD ARE

ALSO BEING DEVELOPED.

BT

