USS PETERSON  (DD 969) NAVIGATION TO MECO JAN 00

********************** U N C L A S S I F I E D **********************

R 191645Z JAN 00 

FM USS PETERSON

TO USTRANSCOM SCOTT AFB IL//TCJ2-J//

INFO RHCKABA/AIC CATIS NORFOLK VA//DO3//

RUCBTFA/COMNAVSURFLANT NORFOLK VA//N2/N3/N33/N333/N413D/N41//

RUCBCLF/CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA//N3/N323B//

RULYAFA/COMTRBATGRU

RUCOAAH/COMDESRON TWO EIGHT

RUCBLLD/SUPSHIP PORTSMOUTH VA

RUEANQW/NIMA NAVSAFETY BETHESDA MD//GIMM//

RUEANQC/NIMA RESTON VA//COTN//

RUBDPLA/DMA HQ FAIRFAX VA//OGCE/ATCN//

BT

UNCLAS//N03510//

MSGID/GENADMIN/PETERSON/-/JAN//

SUBJ/LESSONS LEARNED FOR ENTERING MOON ENGINEERING COMPANY (MECO)//

REF/A/RMG/CNSL/131420ZSEP99//

AMPN/REF A IS QUARTERLY NAVIGATION BULLETIN 011.//

POC/XXXXXXX/LT/NAVIGATOR/PETERSON/TEL:(757)398-8360//

RMKS/1. IAW REF A, THE FOLLOWING PROVIDED:

AT 0925R 18JAN, PET DEPARTED PIER 20 IN NORFOLK AND MOORED AT MOON

ENGINEERING COMPANY (MECO) AT 1049. SHIP MOORED PORT SIDE TO, BOW

OUT TO PIER 1, SOUTH SIDE.

2. TRANSITED DURING LOW TIDE, EBB CURRENT WITH GOOD VISIBILITY.

COLD WEATHER WITH TEMPERATURES RANGING IN THE HIGH 20'S, LOW 30'S.

3. PET TRANSITED SOUTH THROUGH THE NORFOLK HARBOR REACH AND

CRANEY ISLAND REACH, TO LAMBERT'S POINT. THE HARBOR PILOT EMBARKED

AT LAMBERT'S POINT. IN THE PORT NORFOLK REACH, PET MANUEVERED TO

PORT PRIOR TO BACKING INTO POSITION PIERSIDE. FOUR TUGS WERE MET AT

LAMBERT'S PT. THE FOLLOWING AIDS ARE RECOMMENDED: RADAR POINTS OFF

OF CRANEY ISLAND, CRANEY ISLAND TANK, CRANEY ISLAND PIER, FLASHING

RED LIGHT SOUTH OF TANNER PT, RADIO TOWER AND STACK ON WEST

NORFOLK, RADAR POINTS OFF OF LAMBERTS PT AND PINNER PT.

4. MSC SHIPS ON PIER 2 LEAVE VERY LITTLE ROOM FOR TUGS AND SHIPS

ALONGSIDE PIER 1 SOUTH. TUGS DID AN EXCELLENT JOB WITH THE SPACE

CONSTRAINTS. EBB CURRENT WAS VERY PROMINENT DURING MOVEMENT ALONG

PIER REQUIRING ALMOST CONSTANT WORK BY AFT TUG.

5. MOON ENGINEERING PROVIDED A CHART OF THE PIERS WITH SPECIFIC

INFORMATION ON PET'S MOORING POSITION TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE. THE

CHART INDICATES THE DEPTH ALONGSIDE THE PIER AS 35-38 FT.

DIMENSIONS OF THE PIER AND DEPTHS SURROUNDING THE PIERS ARE ALSO

PROVIDED.

6. THE SHIP'S BARGE WAS MOORED AT PIER 1, SOUTH SIDE WITH 30 FEET

SEPARATION BETWEEN THE BARGE AND PET.

7. THE ASSISTANCE OF SUPSHIP PERSONNEL AND MECO WERE INTEGRAL TO

THE SUCCESS OF THIS EVOLUTION. THE EVOLUTION WAS COMPLETED

SAFELY.//

BT

